
TRAVEL ADVISORY

Following are the policy guidelines regarding requirement of polio
vaccination for travellers between India and PapuaNewGuinea,as sharedby
the World Health Organization -India Office, and these clarifications are
according to 17th meeting recommendation of the EmergencyCommittee
under the International Health Regulationto which Government of India is
committed.

.• t:nsurl;1 that those uOde~king I,Ir~nt travel {Le. within fOUTweeks), wh9hav~ not r~ceiveda','
do~e, of,~OPV or IPV ttl.the .previous tour wee~s t<: ~2 months, receive a 'dose of polio'
vaCCI!"!e at, ~ast t>y the time of departure as thIS Will slllJ provide benefit, particular1y for
frequE{{!t tra'V~lIers. .

, ". ~ "; .'. ~r: .... .'. . .' . .:~;,:,:.:~:-·i~~~;;ifki;~i~J~~;~:~
.• tnSUi'ethat such travellers are provlded wittJao International C$~~ir;iat!f6JY.!A~~<?h'!,)f(.:":-~'''::'''-'::''''

P(Ophyla){ls to record thelr pollo vaccination and serve asproof 6f va~Clnatj~::::',/ .,,,<
. ["" .

• .ResIDct at the poInt of departurethe International' t(;;lvel ~f any-t~sia~~l~Okin.l;,::
. docurrl'eritation -ofapproptiate polio vaccination. Tl}ese fecornroeii~cdlPnS:llJiply :to .
. internatiOnal trav?Uers ~rpm>all points of .cepartute,l((espePliv:e ;Q1J~~,.·m~M~:.~r:.
conveyance {e.g. road, air, s~. . . > . '. • ." •• '"

. .

·.SUlJJ~~t: :Reg~Tding(;iariflc~tiqrion tr,Etv~1t.ecQmmendatic:ms for pC!io\;acClnati6~lortravellers
. .. "MtweenlrldiaantlPapliaNewGiJine~ . .... '.' . J, .•'"~.' '. .

' .. ·ltidlCi h~ ma!~lnedti.Sp~lio~fre~ $t~tu~ formore than'7 years)lP'w, 6irt~fillt~ni~1fiStiiThe
ri~~ ",tpplioVitus lmPD~~?:q}.totn flOlip4nfect~ ~tintries. 'fhf3.17:hir}eetitjg:of itie :~erllencY
Committee under ths IntemationalHelilth Regu1abbns(200~) (UiR)legairlingthlrlntemaUOilal
.~P\e.ad~~tp'~!Tcr~~Ns99ny~_neq py ~~~ .~vHQJ)ir~ctor~~~~t.in .APri,I?'9.1J3.!Jp~j~.tempofal)l
r~cor,ll~~r~on.s,~~,.{~9u.celhe ~te,rn6:tI~n~ffiPrea~ Of poIioVlfLi~·Ttl~~~ 'lrtc~~~n,SJ.lriog .that all .
peop1ettavelhn~ frotn:Wh~nden:l~ f9Hntr~ .8.~~Teq~lrechG t!a..v~·%~n~U(f9,pfi&rlp.trav.et;·hnd.
1htSi $nol.lld 'bSjE/xtendedtOB.nypeT$lst~ntly.ppllo-'affecled country .... : ,.: ". ·'··'f····<',···', ~...

. .. . ..Re~ntly, l'apua ~r~(3~!neaf.~~~edfour acute flaC(:id'p~ralySls~s·es.rf(1·~ 'tIealth .'
oonta~With Type '1va~olne::denvedPOllOV)rU${VDPV1) in lhree provinces. In view oHMs 'VDP\.{,
polio outbreak, ~~ Gpve~!'n~lit pt Papua ~ew ,G~jnea h~sproactivelylmptell1~nted eftJemel10V .
mea$ur~s •.inCluding declaoog the outbreak a national public h~lth e.mer!}e~pY;!nd reoomtn.~hdirig
V<lCQI~tlo~ of tn;velfers· ..l'So~component of emergency me.aSllres, ;four tP~nds -Qf ~rg~e
IrnmuruzatlOncampal~~s are ,being. conducted in. the country betv.-eenJulyaryp Qc!ober~Q18. with
t~rget?deffo$ to.stre~~~g~u~flll"!itl~ system? to aid in~arly virus deleciion.FLlrthe{lrnorination
. is avallabl$ a.t;tttPillpqt!~.~~I~~~lpn~Qr!'1IvJhere-w~·~!l<[pqpua-new'QuineB,1 . . .

. . .

G
• BaSed on 'the ~nt,J~R guki~lines.the folloWingapplies ~9f tr.:tvallersPul-Of:Papua. New' .
UIOea: ..•. .. .. ' .

. , .

• ._Ens.~reth;st all rest~n,ts andto?~ term viSitors,(i.e:,!"fotlfWI;1eI5S) of ~fl qge$'(~ceiv~adose'
Of QlValeqt oral polioVIrUSYB;OclnB(bOPVl or ~nactlvated poliovirus vaGOlne(IPV) .between '. .~...
four weel<s and 12 months.prior to ln~mat,onaltr~vel, .'

,',." ""

I! .
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. . Maintain these measures until the following crlteria. have peen met:(i) at leaSt:s\Xttiq'fitrys
have passed VilthoUt flew lnfeqtlons and (ii} there Is documentation of full aPpUcatiofl'Of
high quality era!;iicationaqtlviti~sIn all infected !l0d.hlgll.f'is~areas; lry the abs~nqebf such
documentation these measures Should be ma!n~ned ulltll thecpuntry meetstheabove
assessment criteria for being no Ionger'lntected ..~< . J '~i .
... - .. "" ".".. .

.,". " WHO iltso ~ntljwes tq .ecJvi$etrav~lIers to ~lJOtrj~ \'JnerMh~.-pqJiovlrw.; ~ still
elrcUlating to en$li're thiit they' ha~e tOmplet~ the age~~proprj~\~,:pQlip,vaCQjne. series,
according to thEiirf'espe?live n~tlO?al!rnmunlza119n-&onedule.Mult ~~vellers topo!/9-Jnf~d
countries w\!o na~e prfMou'$lyrec61\1E;l0thfBe or more dose~Qf oPVoqp-¥.:,spou.!p al~gl:leglven
arlother.on~1ifue ~qpSt.~r(lo$e of polio va~lne; Forperscns Whopte~li~lyr~qei\l~,9,9rlyWy .:
6pv~iiouldbeWe ~hol0efbr the booster dose, ffavallable arid feasiPl~;· . "'" ,,'. ..:

.... ."" ih~~abo~etr11oinjationh~speen.provlded in ~n~!8t1qn With ourRegi6nai9ffj~,We
.sirwei'~lY'hope .thi!t :It~d~resses ihe~Qrycern~il~d will faClIit~teltlt~~,ed :deciSl9i:rmatqQ9 f~r
'POlio vaccinanon of tfave1ers between India and Papua New Gumea, . .;.

Thank you and regards,
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