TRAVEL ADVISORY

Following are the policy guidelines regarding requirement of polio
vaccination for travellers between India and Papua New Guinea, as shared by
the World Health Organization -India Office, and these clarifications are
according to 17th meeting recommendation of the Emergency Committee
under the International Health Regulation to which Government of India is

committed.

Sub,ect Regarding clarification’ ‘on trave! recnmmendahons for. Blio’ va ‘
beiween ndia and’ Papua New Guinea g ccmauon for traveiiers

“india has mamtained its paho—!ree status fD%’ more than 7 ars i i
risk vo? poliovirus importation from polio-infected countries. ‘fheyg?’ s::éh?gn zinggmé;nes;;me
Commitlee under the Intémational Health Regulations (2005) {iHFi) ‘Tegardi ing the’ intemahonnz
“spread of poliovirus convened by the WHO Direclor-General in Aprii
' ations 1o re_duce the mtematmnai,spread of pohovzrus Th
le” d polio-endemic countries are required to have
this should be extended to any pem;stentfyﬁdioaﬁeded country.

Hecenﬂy, Papua dew Guinea teponed four acute {laccid paralysis ‘cases .
contacts with Type 1 vactine-derived poliovirus {VDPV1) in thres gmvtrﬁes, In me:}n:} ‘t;;: 3?;%'}%' 3
polio ottbreak, the Govemnment of Papua New Guinea has proactively implemented emergen :'
measures, including declaring the outbreak a'national public health emergency and recomm %d i ;
vaccination of fravellers. As.a component of emergency measures, four foiinds -of ia"’fe-sc;}ng
immunization campaigns ar ‘being condticted in the Country between -duly and October 2(?13 w;:f;
targeted sfforis to strengihe surveiliance systems 1o aid in-early virus detection, Further Trfformatso o

s avauaa_-,;g at: hﬁp polic iog AGHC twa.orgfwhere—we Woerapuaﬂnew-gugneaf ‘ AN

Based on the recent . “ie
. e n' lHR gusde!mes the following app!les for iraveuers out of- Papua New :

Ensure that all resadems and long term visHors {ie.-s fout weeks) ofalia

e
“of bivalent oral poliovirus vaccine {BOPV) or inactivated poliovirus vacs%grfz z?Pwmb:tgggg
four weeks and 12 months prior to international trave!

“ '+ Ensure that those undertaking urgent travel {Le. within Tour weeks), who have not received a -
7o :
dose of b?gv ?;a IP;em the previous four weeks to 12 momhs) receive a dc:se of ﬁg
vaccine ‘&t ieast by time of depaﬂure as this wiff sl
freque(\t traVeHers provide beéneft, pariouary for

. Ensure thai such traysllers gre pmvided with an |n§emetmnal 'Ge_ .' ﬁzcate
Prophylaxis to record their polio vaccination and serve as proof of vacc%nat ‘

. 'Restncz gt the point of depam:re the imematmna! travel of any tesident {acking
- documentation of appropriate pofio vaccination. These recommendations apply fo.
_intemational traveliers from all points of departure irrespective of the means of v L
conveyance {e.g. foad. air, saa} ) KRR i

«- Malntain these measures until the following criteria have been me‘t {i} at 1east six mo'ams :
have passed withoit new infections and {ii) there is documentation of ful application of Ce
. “high quelity eradication aciivities in all infected and high#isk areas; in the sbsence of such - ‘
. documnentation these measures should be maintained until the country meets the above o
o ‘assessment criteria for being no longer infected.» E 5

: ~ WHO a!so continues to advise traveliers {o countries where the polio virus is still
circulating to enstire that they have completed the age-appropriate. po!;o vacgine series,
according to their respective national immunization schedule, Adutt travellers to pouo-;nfected
countries who have previously received three or more doses of OPV or {PV should also be given
another» one-ume boos_ter dose of polio vecclne For persons who previously recewed only - in g

¢hoice for the booster dose, ¥ available and feasible. - - L

‘The above infcrmatson has been provided in consu%taﬁon with cur Reglonal Office. -’we
smcere}y “hope that it addresses the concems and will facilitate informed deczs»on-makmg for
' poi:o vaceination of travelers between tndsa and Papua New Gumea ' ) A

Thank you aénd regards,
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